
Minnewaska State Park Preserve Master Plan: Table of Contents 

 

Table of Contents  
Table of Contents ............................................................................................................................................................. v 

List of Figures ................................................................................................................................ vii 
List of Tables ................................................................................................................................. vii 

Executive Summary........................................................................................................................................................ ix 

Acknowledgements ....................................................................................................................................................xviii 

Chapter 1 - Introduction................................................................................................................................................... 1 
Planning and Environmental Review............................................................................................... 1 
Sustainability.................................................................................................................................... 1 
Introduction to the Preserve ............................................................................................................. 1 

Chapter 2 – Park Preserve Background......................................................................................................................... 3 
The Region....................................................................................................................................... 3 
The Preserve..................................................................................................................................... 7 

Chapter 3 - Environmental Setting...............................................................................................................................21 
Description of the Preserve............................................................................................................ 21 
Physical Resources......................................................................................................................... 21 
Natural Resources .......................................................................................................................... 24 
Cultural Resources ......................................................................................................................... 28 
Scenic Resources ........................................................................................................................... 30 
Recreational Activities................................................................................................................... 32 
Structures ....................................................................................................................................... 36 
Solid Waste Management .............................................................................................................. 36 
Emergency Plans and Services ...................................................................................................... 37 
Infrastructure.................................................................................................................................. 38 
Operations ...................................................................................................................................... 40 

Chapter 4 - Vision and Goals........................................................................................................................................67 
Agency Mission Statement ............................................................................................................ 67 
Park Preserve Vision...................................................................................................................... 67 

Chapter 5 Analysis and Alternatives............................................................................................................................73 
Park Classification ......................................................................................................................... 73 
Natural Resource Assessment........................................................................................................ 74 
Resource Analysis and Alternatives .............................................................................................. 78 
Natural Resource Protection Strategies/Management ................................................................... 80 
Recreation Resource Development/Management.......................................................................... 82 
Cultural Resource Protection Strategies/Management .................................................................. 87 
Scenic Resource Protection............................................................................................................ 89 
Infrastructure Development ........................................................................................................... 90 
Access and Parking ........................................................................................................................ 97 
Resource Protection and Use Suitability...................................................................................... 100 
Master Plan Alternatives.............................................................................................................. 100 

Chapter 6 -The Master Plan........................................................................................................................................107 
Introduction.................................................................................................................................. 107 
Classification................................................................................................................................ 107 
Infrastructure................................................................................................................................ 108 



Minnewaska State Park Preserve Master Plan: Table of Contents 

 

Recreation Facility Development and Programs ......................................................................... 110 
Natural Resource Management and Protection............................................................................ 113 
Cultural Resource Protection ....................................................................................................... 115 
Operations .................................................................................................................................... 120 
Interpretive Programs................................................................................................................... 122 
Staffing......................................................................................................................................... 123 
Implementation ............................................................................................................................ 123 
Relationships to other programs and organizations ..................................................................... 127 
Sam’s Point Preserve Master Plan Summary............................................................................... 129 

Chapter 7 – Environmental Impacts and Mitigation................................................................................................143 
Introduction.................................................................................................................................. 143 
Impacts of Alternatives ................................................................................................................ 143 
Potential Environmental Impacts Associated with Implementation of the Master Plan ............. 144 
Supplemental Environmental Review.......................................................................................... 153 

Chapter 8 - Comments and Responses......................................................................................................................155 
Introduction.................................................................................................................................. 155 
Response to Comments................................................................................................................ 155 
Persons/Organizations Who Provided Comments ....................................................................... 208 

References.....................................................................................................................................................................217 
 



Minnewaska State Park Preserve Master Plan: Table of Contents 

 

List of Figures  
Figure 1 - Vicinity Map ..................................................................................................................... 11 
Figure 2 - Preserve Boundary Map.................................................................................................... 13 
Figure 3 - Adjacent Land Use Map.................................................................................................... 15 
Figure 4 - State Park Preserve Expansion Map ................................................................................. 17 
Figure 5 - Bird Conservation Area Map ............................................................................................ 19 
Figure 6 - Area Location Map ........................................................................................................... 41 
Figure 7 - Bedrock Geology Map ...................................................................................................... 43 
Figure 8 - Surface Geology Map ....................................................................................................... 45 
Figure 9 - Slope Map ......................................................................................................................... 47 
Figure 10 - Watershed Map ............................................................................................................... 49 
Figure 11 - Wetland Map................................................................................................................... 51 
Figure 12 - Ecological Communities Map......................................................................................... 53 
Figure 13 - Sensitive Archeological Areas and Cultural Resources Map ......................................... 55 
Figure 14 - Scenic Resources Map .................................................................................................... 57 
Figure 15 - Lake Minnewaska Area Map .......................................................................................... 59 
Figure 16 - Entrance Area and Awosting Parking Lot Area.............................................................. 61 
Figure 17 - Peter's Kill Area .............................................................................................................. 63 
Figure 18 - Building Inventory Map.................................................................................................. 65 
Figure 19 - Conceptual Recreation Use Map................................................................................... 131 
Figure 20 – Preserve Office and Visitor Center............................................................................... 133 
Figure 21 - Lake Minnewaska Area Design .................................................................................... 135 
Figure 22 - Main Entrance and Awosting Parking Lot Design ....................................................... 137 
Figure 23 - Peter's Kill Area ............................................................................................................ 139 
Figure 24 – Peter’s Kill and Dickie Barre Areas ............................................................................. 141 

List of Tables 
Table 1 - Recreational Index of Need for the Service Area of Minnewaska State Park...................... 6 
Table 2 - Ecological Communities of Minnewaska State Park Preserve........................................... 24 
Table 3 - Rare Plants of Minnewaska State Park Preserve................................................................ 26 
Table 4 - Rare Animals of Minnewaska State Park Preserve ............................................................ 28 
Table 5 - Parking Capacity at Minnewaska State Park Preserve ....................................................... 35 
Table 6 - Adjacent Municipal and Not-for-Profit Parking................................................................. 35 
Table 7 - Preserve Carriageways and Mileage .................................................................................. 39 
Table 8 - Minnewaska State Park Preserve Parking Capacity Analysis............................................ 99 
Table 9 - Comparison of the Status Quo and the Preferred Alternative Summary.......................... 102 
Table 10 – Implementation Priority List.......................................................................................... 124 



Minnewaska State Park Preserve Master Plan: Table of Contents 

 


